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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of tinne may bo available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) t\^ONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1)S Responsive to communjcatlon(s) filecj on 26 March 2002 , 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) n Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 
closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1-12 is/are pending in the application. 
4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 13 Claim(s) 6-10 is/are allowed. 

6) 13 Claim(s) 7-5. 11 and 12 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10) 0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

11) Q^he proposed drawing correction filed on jJ^f/oL is: a)0^proved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 
If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

^2)C] The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (0- 
a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 .□ Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
applicafion from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 

* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) 0 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 1 9(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translafion of the foreign language provisional applicafion has been received. 

15) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121 . 

Attachnnent(s) 

1) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-41 3) Paper No(s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

3) n Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 

U.S. Patent and Trademark Offico ~~ ' 

PTO-326 (Rev. 04-01) Office Action Summary Part of Paper No. 18 
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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The text of those sections of Title 35, U.S. Code not included in this action can be found 
in a prior Office action. 

2. Claims 1-5, 1 1, 12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102{) as being anticipated by Joseph et 
al. 

Joseph et al. discloses a hose coupling comprising a hose, an outer sleeve having a 
plurality of depressions therein, an inner sleeve having at least one projection, and a reinforcing 
"ring" (28) situated within the inner diameter of the inner sleeve. The "ring" is positioned 
concentrically betwejen the plurality of depressions (i.e., a portion of the ring is positioned 
between the plurality of depressions) of the outer sleeve such that the reinforcing ring resists 
defomnation of the inner sleeve. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

3. Claims 6-10 are allowed. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of 
allowable subject matter: The prior art fail to teach a hose coupling in which the inner sleeve is 
provided with a groove in which a reinforcing ring is positioned therein. 

Response to Arguments 

4. Applicant's arguments filed August 1, 2001 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 
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Applicant argues that Joseph et al. does not anticipate the claims because it fails to 
disclose "an area peak crimp force". The Examiner disagrees. Since the "ring" is located along 
the length of the sleeve, the ring is positioned at the area of peak crimp force. 

In the instant invention, in order for the ring to be positioned at the area of peak crimped 
force, this area first has to be determined. There is nothing in Joseph et al. which precludes this 
step from having been peformed and the crimping being applied at the peak crimp area. 
However, since the claims are not directed to a method, Joseph et al. anticipates the claimed 
invention. 


5. Any inquiry conceming this communication or eariier communications from the examiner 
should be directed to Teri Pham Luu whose telephone number is (703) 305-7421. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 7:00 am to 4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, J.J. Swann, can be reached at (703) 306-4115. 

Submission of your response by facsimile transmission is encouraged. Technology 
Center 3600's official facsimile numbers are (703) 872-9326 (Before Final), (703) 872-9327 
(After Final) and (703) 872-9325 (Customer Service). Recognizing the fact that reducing cycle 
time in the processing and examination of patent applications will effectively increase a patent*s 
term, it is to your benefit to submit responses by facsimile transmission whenever permissible. 
Such submission will place the response directly in our examining group's hands and will 
eliminate Post Office processing and delivery time as well as the PTO's mail room processing 
and delivery time. For a complete list of correspondence not permitted by facsimile 
transmission, see MPEP § 502.01. In general, most responses and/or amendments not requiring 
a fee, as well as those requiring a fee but charging such fee to a deposit account, can be 
submitted by facsimile transmission. Responses requiring a fee which applicant is paying by 
check should not be submitted by facsimile transmission separately from the check. 

Responses submitted by facsimile transmission should include a Certificate of 
Transmission (MPEP § 512). The following is an example of the format the certification might 
take: 

I hereby certify that this correspondence is being facsimile transmitted to the Patent and 
Trademark Office (Fax No. (703) 305-3597) on (Date) 
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(Typed or printed name of person signing this certificate) 
(Signature) 

If your response is submitted by facsimile transmission, you are hereby reminded that the 
original should be retained as evidence of authenticity (37 CFR-1.4 and MPEP § 502.02). Please 
do not separately mail the original or another copy unless required by the Patent and Trademark 
Office. Submission of the original response or a follow-up copy of the response after ydur 
response has been transmitted by facsimile will only cause further unnecessary delays in the 
processing of your application; duplicate responses where fees are charged to a deposit account 
may result in those fees being charged twice. 

Communications via Internet e-mail regarding this application, other than those under 35 
U.S.C. 132 or which otherwise require a signature, may be used by the applicant and should be 
directed to judy.swann@uspto.gov. 

All Internet e-mail communications will be made of record in the application file. PTO 
employees do not engage in Internet communications where there exists a possibility that 
sensitive information could be identified or exchanged unless the record includes a properly 
signed expressed waiver of the confidentiality requirements of 35 U.S.C. 122. This is more 
clearly set forth in the Interim Internet Usage Policy published in the Official Gazette of the Patent 
and Trademark on February 25, 1997 at 1195 OG 89. 

Any inquiry of a general nature relating to the status of this application should be directed 
to the group receptionist at (703) 308-2168. 
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The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heajdihg, 
""InformatiOQ on How to Effect Drawing Change^ on the back 
of the PTO-94S (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAWING CHANGES 
1. Correction of [aformalides ~ 37 CFR 1.8S 

New comcted drawings must be filed with the changes incorporated therein 
Identifying indida; if provided. thouM indude the 
inventor's name, and application number, or dodcet number (if any) if an 
application number has not been assigned to the application, if this information is 
provided, it must be placed on the from of each sheet and cemered within the iop 
margin. (rcorrecteddrawingsarerequtredinaN'otioeof Allowability (PTOL- 
37). the new drawings MUST be filed within the THREE MONTH shonened 
stannoiy period set for reply in the Notice of Allowability E.xtensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a) or (b) for filing 
the oorrecceddawings after the mailing ofa Notice of Allowability. The 
drawings should be 61ed as a separate paper with a transmittal letter addressed to 
the Offidal Draftsperson. 

/Z. Corrections other than Informalities Noted by Drartsperson on Torm PTC- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than informalities noted (he Oratisperson. 
MUST be made in the same manner as above except that, normally, a highlighted 
(preferably red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorporatca mio the new 
drawings ML'ST be approved by the examiner before the apciicaiion will be 
allowed No changes will be permitted to be made, other -.nan correction of 
informalities, unless the examiner has approved the proposoc changes 

Timing of Corrections 

Applicant is required to submit the drawtng correciions withtn the 
time period set in the attached Office communication Sec 37 CFR 
1.85(a). 


Failure lo take corrective action itlun the set per;. ^ ill result m 
.\B.-\.NDONMENT v>t ilK' application 


